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If you have enjoyed this evening’s performance of Inspector Drake’s Last 

Case you might like to consider becoming a Member of The Victory Players – 

we are always delighted to welcome new faces.  

The company is committed to promoting drama in Balcombe. Since it 

was formed eight years ago it has performed the following shows in its home 

venue, Balcombe’s Victory Hall: Oh What a Lovely War (musical, 2004); 

Thermal Underwear (play) & Trial By Jury (operetta, 2005); Joseph and the Big 

Secret (pantomime, 2005); Old Time Music Hall (variety, 2006); After Magritte 

& The Real Inspector Hound (plays, 2007); The Virtuous Burglar (play) & The 

Zoo (operetta, 2008); Dock Brief & The Waiting Room (plays, 2008); My Fair 

Lady (musical, 2009); The Importance of Being Ernest (play, 2010); Aladdin 

(pantomime, 2010) and A Man For All Seasons (play 2011). Reviews and 

photographs of these shows can be seen on our website. 

All being well our next production, in November 2012, will be another 

pantomime, ROBIN HOOD. 

While we are delighted to hear from anyone, with or without previous 

experience, who is interested in performing on stage, we are always looking for 

people whose interests are in the backstage roles that are vital to our 

productions. These include directing, producing, stage management, set design 

& construction, stage lighting & sound, graphic design, costumes and props.  

Membership, which costs just £10 per year, is open to anyone who lives 

in the parish of Balcombe, and anyone else who is sponsored by a member of 

the company who is a Balcombe resident.  

Friends, who enjoy preferential booking for productions, are those who wish 

to support our activities without being actively involved in productions. Being a 

friend of The Victory Players costs just £7.50 per year. 

Application forms for membership/friendship may be obtained from Threads 

(01444 811372), from our website, or from our membership officer Robin 

Williamson (01444 811519) who will also be pleased to answer any questions 

that you may have 

 



Director’s Notes 
 

Following the Victory Players undoubted success with “A Man for 

All Seasons” last November, it was a difficult task for the 

committee to decide what we could possibly do to follow it.  

Should it be something equally challenging, with profundity and 

gravitas, or something totally ridiculous, with as much depth as a 

teacup?  As you will soon find out, we decided on the latter! 

At my first directorial outing, with “An Importance of 

Being Earnest” back in 2010, I was able to give you wealth of 

information regarding the play and its background.  It’s not such 

an easy job this time!  Although “Last Case” was David Tristram’s 

first play, it is still relatively new, and was only published in 1990.  

However, its popularity with amateur groups has been widespread. 

If you go online you will see the numerous pictures and videos of 

productions of this show that drama groups have posted on their 

websites.  The script is quick and clever and contains an 

abundance of humour - it is easy to understand why it is such a 

popular choice.  It has always been in the back of my mind to 

direct it, and to try to bring my own brand of humour to what is 

already a hilarious play. 

That said, taking on the roles of both Director and 

Producer for this show has been a challenge, and I feel I should 

mention some of the people who by their support and 

assistance have made the task so much easier.  Thank you to 

Shirley Michell who has been invaluable, fulfilling every task 

I’ve needed her undertake at rehearsals, without complaint, 

whether it is standing in for absentee members of the cast, or 

just listening to my rants!  Thank you to Rodney Saunders for 

taking on a number of the production responsibilities.  And 

finally, the biggest thanks to Manuela Warburton, who has 

coordinated the props and wardrobe collection, and with so 

  



much enthusiasm.  Others who I haven’t named here are no less 

valued. The Victory Players’ behind-the-scenes team is a well-

oiled machine, and I thank you all for your input, your passion, 

and your continuing support. 

Finally I must recognise a great cast, especially the 

younger ones, who have understood the humour, and worked as 

a team, from the beginning.  I’m sure they will all agree how 

much fun it’s been rehearsing this show.  I hope that the newer 

members will stay with the group, and that we will see them 

again on stage, and yourselves in the audience, for Robin Hood 

(the pantomime) in November 2012, again directed by yours 

truly, with the able assistance of Sue Etheridge.  A large cast will 

be needed so, if treading the boards is something you are 

interested in, please come and find me, or speak to a member 

of the Front of House team. 

Thank you all for coming to witness the “dumbing-down” 

of the Victory Players. I hope that you will enjoy watching the 

show as much as I have enjoyed being a part of it! 

 

Ronnie Whitehead 

Director 

 

Scene Synopsis 
 

Act 1 

1
st
 April, late afternoon,  

in and around the country home of Mrs Gagarin 

 
Interval of 20 minutes 

 

Act 2 

The next day, 

in and around the country home of Mrs Gagarin 



Cast 

 in order of appearance 

 
Sergeant Plod 

 
- Chris Walker 

Mrs Gagarin 

 
- Sue Etheridge 

Victor Gagarin, her son 

 
- Michael Mergler 

Alison Duck 

 
- Emily Holland 

Mr Butler, the guest 

 
- David Sadler 

Mrs Gardner, the cook 

 
- Val Horton 

Cook, the gardener 

 
- Rodney Saunders 

Guest, the butler 

 
- Jack Holland 

Inspector Drake 

 
- Jon Hunt 

Mary Ship 

 
- Chloe Holland 

Stretcher bearers - Shirley Michell  

& Helen Sweetman 

 
 

Production 

Team 

 
Director & Producer 

 
- Ronnie Whitehead 

Assistant Director 
 

- Shirley Michell 

Stage Manager 
 

- Anthony Phillips 

Front of House Manager 
 

- Robin Williamson 
 

Front of House Team 

 

 
 

- Isabel Gordon 

Barbara Saunders 

Priscilla Williamson 

Prompt 
 

- Justine Gillen 

Lighting & Effects 

 
 

- Keith Major  

& Brian Couchy 

Set Design & Building 

 
 

- John and Colette Randall 

& Barbara Saunders 

Properties & Wardrobe 

 
 

- Manuela Warburton 

& Jacqueline Wiginton 

Make-up 

 
 

- Penny Jennings  

& Christine Needham 

Photography 
 

- Lucy Richardson 

Publicity & Programme
  

- Rodney Saunders 

Box Office - Isabel Gordon 
 


